Topical gentamicin vestibular toxicity.
Two patients with large tympanic membrane perforations received Garasone eardrops. They developed severe acute vestibular deafferentation. In one patient, the middle ear mucosa was healthy and uninfected, and in the other ear, it was inflamed. It is recommended that caution be used in administration of Garasone to the middle ear. If damage can occur with gentamicin, it likely occurs with other ototoxic agents. It is recommended that ototoxic agents not be used in uninflamed middle ears during surgery. The patient should be instructed to treat the discharge through a perforation or tube for only 2 days after the discharge from the external canal ceases.